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We have evaluated the available medical care to sports divers by a postal questionnaire sent to consultants and senior registrars in Accident and Emergency medicine in the UK, assessing their training in underwater medicine. Replies were received from 60 of 96 consultants (63%) and 32 of 58 (55%) senior registrars. Thirty In an effort to establish current trends in undergraduate teaching, the deans of 24 UK medical schools were asked how many hours of formal training the undergraduates received in underwater medicine.
Results
Sixty consultants responded (63%) ( Table 2) . A total of 18 (30%) had received formal postgraduate training in the form of a course (8), or a lecture or one-day seminar (14). Three consultants had had undergraduate training in underwater medicine. Nineteen responders (32%) had previous personal experience in managing a diving accident and 16 (27%) were unaware of the nearest decompression chamber or of the availability of specialist referral.
Thirty-two senior registrars responded (55%). Only six (19%) admitted to any formal postgraduate training; all six had attended a lecture or one-day seminar and two of these had also attended a course. Sixteen responders (50%) answered positively to personal experience in managing a diving accident. Four responders (13%) did not know the nearest recompression chamber site.
Eighteen of 24 medical schools replied (75%). Three (17%) medical schools devoted a total of 1 h to Underwater medicine: G. D. Braatvedt et al. The lack of teaching of underwater medicine at undergraduate level is perhaps not surprising in view of competition for space in an already packed curriculum. However, only 30% of consultants and 19% of senior registrars in the A and E departments surveyed had any formal postgraduate training in underwater medicine. The finding, however, that 32% of consultants and 50% of senior registrars had personal experience in managing a diving accident indicates that formal training at postgraduate level should be mandatory for those embarking on a career in A and E medicine. Of great concern is the finding that roughly 25% of consultants and 13% of senior registrars were unaware of the locality of specialist referral centres, a deficiency that clearly should be rapidly rectified.
